
Thank you to those who took the 
interest to attend the October 26th 
Poland Post Office meeting that was 
held at the Poland Fire Station.  
Thank you also to those of you who 
took the time and interest to com-
plete and return the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice Survey that was provided to cus-
tomers of the Poland Post 
Office. 

Mary Madonna of the U.S. 
Postal Service conducted 
the informative October 
26th meeting.  Here are 
some of the highlights of 
that meeting. 

The U. S. Postal Service mailed 817 
surveys to customers of the Poland 
Post Office.  Only 235 people (less 
than 29%) took the interest to com-
plete and return their survey.  A sur-
vey form was available at the meeting 
to complete for anyone who was in 
attendance and who didn’t previously 
return a completed survey.  Surveys 
completed at the meeting were taken 
into consideration before the final 
decisions were made seven days after 
the meeting. 

The good news is that the Poland 
Post Office is not scheduled to be 
closed anytime in the near future.  
The lobby hours (for access to post 
office boxes) will be 7:30 AM to 5:00 
PM.  Mail will be sorted and in the 
post office boxes by 10:30 AM Mon-
day thru Saturday.  Based on people’s 
survey input for the question “My 
preference for window service hours 

each weekday would be”, the U.S. 
Postal Service’s decision is to change 
the window (counter) service hours to: 
Monday thru Friday 7:45 AM to 11:45 
AM and 2:45 PM to 4:45 PM.  On Sat-
urdays the window will be open from 
9:30 AM to 10:30 AM..  The changes 
will go into effect as of January 12, 

2013. 

The reason for the reduction in 
window hours are due to the 
decline in income at the Poland 
Post Office.  Each Post Office 
is rated by the income that it 
receives.  Income includes the 
sale of stamps, delivery confir-

mation, post office box rentals and any 
other type of income.  Therefore, it is 
important that when customers of the 
Poland Post Office buy stamps, that 
they buy them from the Poland Post 
Office.  If the Poland Post Office con-
tinues to decline enough in it’s income, 
it can be targeted for closure sometime 
in the future.  We all need to do our 
best to try not 
to have that 
happen to our 
community.    

For additional 
information, 
please go to:  
https://
usps.com/
ourfuturenet-
work and click 
on the link un-
der “Preserving 
Post Offices”. 
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M. Jane Byrnes retires as Village Clerk 

After 17 years of dedicated service as Poland’s Village Clerk, M. Jane Byrnes 
retired in August.  Jane takes a considerable amount of village clerk knowl-
edge with her and she will be truly missed.  The entire Poland Village Board 
thanks Jane for her 17 years of service to the village and we wish her the 
very best for a happy retirement.   

 

 

Nancy Goodney Appointed Poland’s Village Clerk 

At the October 9th monthly Board of Trustees Meeting, Mayor Brian Cleary ap-
pointed Nancy Goodney as village clerk to replace M. Jane Byrnes.  The Board of 
Trustees picked Nancy from the eleven people who applied for the village clerk po-
sition.  Nancy will have a lot to learn in her new job as village clerk so please be pa-
tient with us during this transition period.  WELCOME ABOARD NANCY. 

 

New Village of Poland Office Hours  

For some time now, members of the Poland Village Board have heard concerns and 
complaints about the village office only being open during daytime hours Monday 
through Friday when many people are at work out of the village.  Therefore, the 
Poland Board of Trustees decided at the October 9th 
monthly meeting to revise the hours the village office 
will be scheduled to be open as follows: 

 

Mondays         3:30 to 6:00 

Thursdays     3:30 to 6:00 

  Saturdays      9:00 to 11:30 

 

 

This includes the parking 
areas along Main Street on 
both sides of the street be-
tween the library & Main 
Street Chiropractic and 
both sides of the street be-
tween the DiTata residence 
and Tonya’s Unlimited Ex-
pectations Hair Salon.   

This will allow snow re-
moval personnel and 

There is to be NO parking 
of vehicles between the 
hours of  9:00 p.m. to 8:00 
a.m. on streets in the Vil-
lage of Poland between 
November 1st and April 
1st.    

equipment to be able to do 
their job efficiently without 
parked vehicles hampering 
the snow removal process.  
As this has been a problem 
each year in the past,  we 
hope to avoid writing let-
ters to violators or having 
parking tickets issued so 
everyone’s cooperation is 
truly appreciated.  Thank 
you for your cooperation. 

2012 - 2013 Snow Removal in Poland 

Poland Village Clerk Update 
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The village’s antique cast iron fountain was removed from fountain park in April.  The 
fountain had gotten to the point where most of the paint was missing and the bare cast 
iron was very rusty.  It was not wise to continue to have water run through the unpainted 
and rusty fountain nor was it good for the fountain’s cast iron base to be standing in the 
water.  Therefore, to protect the valuable fountain from more deterioration, the water was 
turned off to the fountain and the fountain was removed to a safe storage area  until the 
fountain could be professionally restored. 

 

Don and Chris Cavoly generously volunteered to donate all of their professional labor and 
their facility to sandblast, repair, prime and properly paint the village’s fountain.  Mr. & 
Mrs. Cavoly are only charging for the materials they need to perform the restoration work.  
This is no small restoration job so this is a very generous donation of professional labor 
by Mr. & Mrs. Cavoly.  This restoration project will be completed over the winter and Mr. 
& Mrs. Cavoly have promised that the completed project will be well worth waiting for.  
The restored fountain is scheduled to be put back it in it’s proper place in fountain park 
next spring.  THANK YOU Don & Chris Cavoly for your strong community spirit in tak-
ing on this important project for the benefit of the Village of Poland. 

 

Thank you to Urbanik’s Paint Co. in Utica for donating the high quality paint that Mr. Ar-
curi used to paint the top and the outside of the cement foundation of the village foun-
tain.  Urbanik’s also donated the marine paint that Mr. Arcuri will use next spring to paint 
the inside of the cement foundation just before the restored fountain arrives to be put in 
place.   

 

Thank you to Rogers Fence Company for donating their labor and equipment to carefully 
remove the cast iron fountain from it’s cement foundation last April and for storing the 
fountain until Mr. & Mrs. Cavoly are prepared to have the fountain delivered to their facil-
ity in the near future.  

 

The cost of the materials to restore the village’s fountain will be paid for by two sources.  
First, the money donated to the village in memory of Mrs. Chaffee for the fountain resto-
ration will be used.  The balance of the cost is to be paid for by the Poland Revitalization 
Committee with the money they raised with their 2008 raffle held specifically for the foun-
tain restoration project.  Thank you to these two sources for paying for the materials 
needed for the fountain restoration project.  Thank you to the Poland Revitalization Com-
mittee for making the arrangements with Mr. & Mrs. Cavoly to perform the restoration 
work.   

 

We will all look forward to seeing the village’s restored antique cast iron fountain next 
spring in fountain park looking nice with it’s new paint job.  

THANK YOU to everyone who is helping to make this major village project a success. 

 

Village Fountain Restoration Project 
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Senior Citizen of the Year Award 
Outstanding Contribution Award 

The Herkimer County Office for the Aging’s Advisory Council is seeking nomi-

nations for their two (2) annual awards: Senior Citizen of the Year and Out-

standing Contribution. 

 Nominees must be Herkimer County residents at least 60 years of age and have 

a history of volunteer service to other senior citizens.  All nominations must in-

clude the name, address, and age of the nominee, along with a brief narrative (less than 

400 words) of the reasons why the person should receive the award.  Anyone who has 

been nominated before but was not selected can be re-nominated.  Self-nominations will 

not be accepted.   

The person submitting the nomination should include his or her own name, address and 

phone number.   

Senior award nomination information is also available at our web site; please see 

www.herkimercounty.org , then ‘Departments’, then ‘Office for the Aging’, then ‘Annual 

Senior Awards.’ 

 Nominations must be received by Wednesday, January 2, 2013.  Please send them to:  

Advisory Council, Herkimer County Office for the Aging, 109 Mary Street, Suite 1101, 

Herkimer, NY  13350 or by email to hcofa@herkimercounty.org. 

Village Stroll Chairperson, Krista Stupka, has 
advised us there will not be a Village Stroll 
again this year due to a very busy schedule.  
Krista said that if someone wants to take 
over the Village Stroll, she will train them 
what needs to be done.  

With a whole year ahead to plan, the village 
should be able to have a nice community 
event scheduled for the first Saturday in De-
cember 2013.  Who is interested in volun-
teering to be responsi-
ble for the December 
2013 Village Stroll or 
another community 
event to take the place 
of the Village Stroll? 

Some people 
in the commu-
nity have been 
asking Poland 
Village Board 
members if 
there is going 
to be a Poland 

Village Stroll this year as there was no 
Village Stroll last year. 

The Poland Village Stroll has been a nice 
community event that was enjoyed by 
many people in the past.  The Village 
Stroll is not done by the Poland Village 
Board, it has been provided by the Vil-
lage Stroll Committee which is not part 
of the village board.  

No Poland Village Stroll in 2012 

Herkimer County Office for the Aging Advisory Council  
seeking nominations for 2013 Annual Senior Awards 
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It was obvious that the owner of the old Poland Union building was not going to fulfill his 
responsibility to have their dangerous building professionally demolished.  After having 
the Poland Union building case in county court for years with no favorable success, at 
their October 9th monthly meeting the Poland Board of Trustees and village officers were 
unanimously in favor of taking the dangerous Poland Union building down.  This action 
was taken to help protect the Village of Poland from lawsuits and to protect it’s residents, 
business owners, visitors to our village and people just walking or driving by the front of 
the building.  When a school bus of young and precious children drove in front of the Po-
land Union building while it was being carefully demolished in a controlled manner, it 
makes you realize what could have possibly happened if a school bus of children was driv-
ing by and the building collapsed on it’s own with three electrical wires of 13,200 volts of 
electricity in each wire located near the street in front of the building. There is no end to 
the bad experiences that could have happened with the building deteriorated to the point 
where it appeared to be ready to collapse at any time.   The building was also a major eye-
sore in the center of our village as well as an embarrassment to our community.  If not 
obvious already, a few years from now it will be very obvious that taking the building 
down was the right decision to make for the future of our village. The property owner is 
being sent a bill for the full cost of the demolition. If the bill is not paid, steps will be 
taken to collect the amount due. 

 

The building was demolished by BRONZE Contracting LLC from Remsen.  They pro-
vided the village with the most favorable demolition proposal received and we are very 
pleased with the professional job they provided us.  Some demolition contractors decided 
not to provide us with a demolition proposal when they saw the size, condition and loca-
tion of the building as well as the NYS permits required and other factors involved.  This 
was not an easy project to complete. 

 

A special THANK YOU goes to NYS Trooper Tom Haver and members 
of the Poland Volunteer Fire Dept. for the very important roles they ful-
filled for hours during the entire demolition process.  They all provided 
the Village of Poland with highly professional services that were essential 
to the safety and success of this important demolition project.  

  

Thank you also goes to Dr. Kathleen Fusco who was willing to agree to a written arrange-
ment to allow the use of her paved parking lot so the demolition project was  possible. 

As more action needs to be taken in this open case, we need to be very careful what infor-
mation and details we put in print at this time.   More details will be provided at a future 
date when we are allowed to do so. 

Poland Union building demolished November 3rd 
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Valley Voices For Christ 

We are pleased to announce that Valley Voices for Christ, a Christian Com-
munity Choir, will be presenting our Christmas Eve service on Sunday, De-
cember 23rd at 6:00 p.m. at the Poland Community Baptist Church. 

Refreshments to follow after service. Hope to see you there! 



As this is the last Village of Poland Newsletter for 2012, I sincerely wish everyone a 
very Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, a Happy Hanukkah as well as a very 
Happy New Year. 

I am very pleased with the accomplishments that have been made in the Village of 
Poland in the last eight months. Being your Village Mayor is a responsibility that I 

enjoy and that I take very seriously.  I extend my sincere THANK YOU to all of my team-
mates on the Poland Village Board for their support and hard work in helping getting 
tasks completed.  There is much more to be done so we are eagerly looking forward to 
2013 to implement our plans and show you how much more we can accomplish for the 
good of our community. 

Village Trustee and Commissioner of Parks and Communications, Janet LaRock, is doing 
an outstanding job producing the Village of Poland Newsletter and keeping information 
current on the village‘s web site.  If you check our web site often, you will see notices of 
interest posted on the home page to let people know what events are taking place in the 
Kuyahoora Valley.  If your organization is having a fundraiser or other public event, 
please email the information to Janet at WebAdministrator@villageofpolandny.com so she 
can post the information on the Web Site. 

Scott Stubba, Village Trustee and Commissioner of Water, Streets and Sidewalks, is work-
ing hard on a number of important village projects which we will provide you the details 
with in the next issue of the newsletter. 

Wishing you all the VERY BEST.   

Brian 

The proceeds will contribute to the decora-

tions used by the auxiliary to continue 

brightening our Christmas holiday season 

at the Poland Village Park. 

The deadline for submitting your memori-

als will be Nov. 20th, 2012.  We will have 

special service and lighting of the tree on 

Sat. Dec. 1st at 5:00 p.m. Come and join 

us. 

To purchase a bulb, please contact 

 Joan Evans at 826-3128, and leave a mes-

sage if necessary or send info and check 

payable to: 

 Poland Vol. Fire Dept. Aux, P.O.  Box 

464, Poland, NY 13431 

Would you like to light a bulb in mem-

ory of a lost loved one? 

 

The Poland Volunteer Fire Dept Auxil-

iary is sponsoring a memorial tree in 

the Poland Village Park. 

You can help us by buying a bulb in 

memory of a loved one for a donation 

of $5.00 for each bulb.   

You can buy as many bulbs as you 

wish.  We will put the name of your 

loved one on a laminated card, attached 

to their bulb for the 2012 Christmas 

Season. 

2012 Memorial Tree 

From The Desk of  Mayor Cleary 
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Name_______________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

Phone_______________________________________________ 

In Memory of__________________________________________ 



      When you read your bible, have you ever found yourself wondering, “How 
does all of this fit together?”  If you have, you’re not alone. Be assured, though, 
that God has given us a wonderful book in which the great, unifying theme is 
the promised Redeemer, Jesus Christ. In our upcoming Sunday evening series 
entitled The Covenants of the Promise, we are aiming at cultivating a stronger 
understanding of this great theme of the Word of God.   
The six lectures are designed to highlight from God’s Word the way in which 
God has dealt with mankind since the Fall into sin; promising a Savior, then en-
tering into various gracious covenants with men as redemptive history unfolds 
leading up to the revelation of the Promised Savior in the Person of Jesus 
Christ. Please join us beginning Sunday, Oct. 28 at 5:00pm. 
     
We also offer an Explorers After School Bible Club at Poland Central School 
for children in grades K-6 in the  Choir/Music room on Tuesdays 2:50-4:30p.m., 
except when school is closed or after school activities are canceled (not meet-
ing 11/20).Session 1 has started and ends 12/18 & Session 2 begins Feb. 5th 
2013. 
  
 On Sunday Mornings 
   9:00 a.m. Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service & Junior Church 
   5:00 p.m. Sunday Evening Bible Study 
 Wednesday Nights we have family worship @ 5:45pm. with dinner and fellow-
ship 

Poland Community Baptist Church   polandchurch.org   826-3005 
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FOUNTAIN PARK AREA & MISC. ACTIVITY 

Janet LaRock, Village Trustee 

Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Communications 

Thank you to the following for their thoughtful donations the Village of Poland received 
since the August 2012 newsletter.  

Jerry Cady for donating bales of hay that were used for decorating the center of the vil-
lage for the harvest season. 

Tom Ryan for using his bucket truck to repair the flagpole in fountain park after it was 
damaged during one of the windstorms we experienced. 

Perfex Corporation for allowing the village to put all of our village flower planters in 
their warehouse this fall for winter storage. 

Another flower season has come and gone.  This year for the first time 
we were able to hang some baskets of flowers from telephone poles in 
the center of the village.  They were a big hit.  These hanging baskets 
were made possible because of the generous donations of money and 
flowers we received.  Thank you again to everyone who donated flow-
ers, mulch, money or labor to maintain the flowers.  Many nice compliments were re-
ceived by people who enjoyed seeing so many beautiful flowers in the Village of Poland 
again this year.  The village can be proud of it’s flower beautification program. 

Thank you to everyone that helped keep the flowers beautiful and the Village of Poland 
looking so nice the whole season. We look forward to 2013 and keeping the village look-
ing great for everyone to enjoy. 



Poland Vol. Fire Co. Aux. Update 

The Poland Volunteer Fire Company Auxiliary would like to thank everyone that 

makes our events successful.   

One of our events was our Annual Roast Beef Dinner. We saw many new faces 

at our Roast Beef Dinner.  

Our 2012 Fish Fry Season was a very busy time. We look forward to the 2013 

Fish Fry Season that starts  February 8,  thru  March 29, 2013.  We will be hold-

ing a raffle during our Fish Fry Season with the drawing to be held at our last 

fish fry on March 29th.  

Our auxiliary will be decorating the Poland Village Park area again this year, 

with a tree lighting and special memorial ceremony on Saturday, December 1st 

at 5:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to join for the tree lighting.  

On Saturday, December 15, Santa will be escorted through Poland and Cold 

Brook by the Poland Fire Company, along with the auxiliary singing Christmas 

Carols. We will be stopping by houses that have children in their windows and 

doors, looking for Santa. 

 

The message board in the center of the village is up and running and ready for 

new messages. Non-profit organizations can place messages on the board at no 

charge, all others are welcome for a small donation.  

To place a message on the board, contact Joan Evans at 826-3128 and leave a 

message if necessary.     Thank you for your support. 

We’re on the Web! 

Village of Poland Office 

Address:   9 Case Street 

      P.O. Box 133 

      Poland, NY 13431 

Phone: 315-826-3141 

Fax: 315-826-5677 

Email: vpoland@ntcnet.com 

Village of Poland 

POLAND VILLAGE BOARD 

BRIAN CLEARY—MAYOR 

mayorcleary@ntcnet.com  
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