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607 
Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

June 10, 2010 
       (Rescheduled from June 8th) 

 

                                           PRESENT:    Mayor Clifton Bennett 
Trustee Brian G. Cleary 
Trustee Mary L. Paul 

     Treasurer:  Michele Weakley 
Water Superintendent:  Scot Burritt  

                 ABSENT: Harold Cook, Water Clerk 
              

             PUBLIC PRESENT:              Vincent Arcuri - 8785 S. Main St. 
                   Sandra Cleary -  8765 S. Main St. 
     Wilma and Lester Beaudin -   9 Mill St. 
     Michael Kraeger – 117 Cold Brook St. 
 
                            GUEST PRESENT:    Tim Dunn of Bailey, Haskell & LaLonde  (arrived at 7:08 PM- left @7:26 PM) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
The Monthly Board of Trustees meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Bennett directly 
followed by The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. This meeting is being recorded by Clerk Byrnes and 
Trustee Cleary. 

Public Comment Time! 
A question was asked by Wilma Beaudin about the restoration of the fountain.  That subject is on the 
agenda under “Old Business”. 
 
The Mayor continued with the Agenda until Mr. Dunn arrived at 7:08 PM. 
 
Insurance - Tim Dunn – Bailey, Haskell & LaLonde 
Mr. Dunn  presented the 2010/2011 NYMIR, (New York Municipal Insurance Reciprocal) Business Insurance 
Renewal Proposal effective May 31, 2010 to May 31, 2011 to the Board.  He reviewed it page by page 
explaining the coverage’s and amounts thereof. Mr. Dunn answered all questions asked by the Board 
members.  He departed at 7:26 PM. 

Minutes of Previous meeting: 
MOTION by Trustee Paul  to accept the minutes of the May 10, 2010 Board of Trustees meeting as 
submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Cleary.  All Ayes.  Motion passed. 
 
REPORTS: 
Treasurers:  Michele Weakley 
First report of fiscal year!  All  is well, money has been transferred to the reserve fund  for  the new 
furnace in the Firehouse, being installed by Vincent’s Heating and Air Conditioning. 
 
MOTION by   Trustee Paul to approve 50% down payment of the New Furnace bill after Chief Burritt 
looks it over and after the materials arrive.   Seconded by Trustee Cleary.  All Ayes, Motion passed. 
 
Vouchers: 
The following vouchers are to be approved and signed by the Board before the close of this meeting. 
 Account Abstract Voucher   Amount 
 General          1    1 - 19  $26,589.03 
 Water          1    1 – 5  $   1,711.37 
 
Water Clerk:   Harold Cook (Absent-called in report) 
Billed:  $14,449.89     * Adjustment will be made due to miss calculations.* 
 
Codes Enforcement Officer:  Clifton Bennett 
Summary Report for Period of 5/1/2010 to 5/31/2010 
*Building Permits issued  2 
*Building Inspections Performed 5 
*Complaints Received   0 
*Complaints Inspections performed 0 
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OTHER:  
New project for cold storage shed, Crabtree 
New project for wood burning stove, Fuller 
                  
Fees Collected, $45.00 
Daily Inspection Record 
Date       # Location  Owner or Agent  Inspection Type 
17-May      25 V/Poland Crabtree 292-10 Issued bldg. permit for new cold storage shed 
20-May      26        “  Fuller 293-10  issued bldg. permit for wood burning stove 
20-May      27        “  Fuller 293-10  Inspection of wood burning stove. OK 
20-May      28        “  Ryan 290-10  interior inspection, insulation, OK 
24-May      29          “  Ryan 290-10  rough electric and sheetrock interior inspection.                                                                                                    

      OK 
Animal Control Officer:  Jennifer Earl (e-mailed report) 
There was a frenzy of activity this month in Poland. 
  
There was a report of a lost dog between the village of Poland and Newport (chocolate lab).  
The owner called to let me know he was looking for the dog, but he found it later that day. 
  
On the 30th I received four calls around 10 pm regarding the Sullivan's house on South Main 
Street.  Apparently, the owners work nights and leave the dogs outside all night.  They have 3 
dogs and they bark a lot.  I tried their phone number in the NTC phone book but it was 
disconnected.  So, the next morning I went to talk to them.  They felt terrible and took care of 
the problem. 
  
I read more about the rules for dogs in a village of NY State and there is a night ordinance law 
stating that dogs have to be inside at sunset until 1 hr after sunrise ( if the owner is away).  We 
need to put this law in the next newsletter so that our residents are aware so we can enforce 
this.  Cliff, give me a call and I can give you the details. 
  
I also had a complaint about the Seller's dog pooping on their neighbor's lawn.  I left the Sellers 
a message to give me a call but I haven't heard back yet. 
  
Well, that's all for May.  Please call with any questions.  Thanks, Jenn 
 
Water Superintendent:   Scot Burritt        
For the month of May, 2,287,100 gallons was treated with a daily average of 73,777 gallons. 
 
No emergencies in the system but we did get an inspection. There were several violations, nothing 
major.  We are supposed to have “a work place violence policy” which is new coverage even though he’s 
the only one there.  The inspector is supposed to send him the wording for a Resolution covering it.  He 
will show the Board the letter when received.   
 
Fire Department:  Chief Burritt 
No Report! 
 
Clerk:   
1)Newport Field Days Parade – July 31st @ 6 PM.  Line up time will be finalized by July 25th.  

*Trustee Paul unable to attend, Mayor Bennett and Trustee Cleary will attend. 
 

2) Archives - The Clerk asked the Board if Mrs.  Paula Johnson could be hired to update the current files 
and the files in archives. 
*The Board was agreeable and the following motion made 
MOTION by Trustee Paul to hire Mrs. Johnson for a minimum of 10 hours and a maximum of 15 hours to 
get the files updated.  All ayes.  Motion passed. 
 
3) Newport Telephone Company is having a Customer Appreciation Picnic at the Newport Telephone 
Community Park on Wednesday, June 16th from 4-7 PM if anyone would like to attend. 
 
Fountain Park Activity Report – Trustee Cleary        
 Vincent Arcuri, Ryan Sullivan and I took the heavy village barrel flower planters (filled with soil) 
from winter storage and got them in place in 14 areas in the center of the village.   
The fence planters were also taken from storage and hung on the fences. 
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 Home Depot made a second donation of flowers this season to the Village of Poland,  The 
second donation was for 42 Wave Petunias ($55.93 retail price) that were planted in our village barrel 
planters. 
 
 Dr. Kathleen Fusco (Main Street Chiropractic) donated $40.00 to the Village’s 2010 Flower 
Beautifications  Fund. 
 
 Gen Fenton donated 13 red, white & blue ribbons & bows that were attached to the telephone 
poles in the center of the village. 
 
 54 petunia plants were donated to the Village of Poland by Cindy Davis of Granny’s Green 
Houses which is located at 395 Strumlock Road, Poland.  These flowers were planted around the 
flagpole, the fountain and around the two trees by the benches near the creek. 
 
 For the first time, flowers were planted around the tree in Fountain Park. 
 
 Don Ehre donated daffodil bulbs that will be planted in the village this fall. 
 
 The miniature painted bird houses that Sandi Cleary donated last year were attached to the 
trees in the brick areas like they were last year. 
 
 Sandi Cleary donated mums that were planted around the fountain this week to replace the 
mums that did not survive the winter.  Sandi Cleary also donated the roll of lawn edging that was placed 
around the flower bed under the large sign near the point end of the park.  Ryan Sullivan assisted in 
getting the lawn edging in place. 
 

The flowers were planted in the village barrel -planters, a small American flag was placed in each 
barrel planter and the red, white and blue ribbons & bows were in place in time to decorate the village 
for the Memorial weekend holiday.  Numerous compliments have already been received for the flowers, 
the American flags and the red, white & blue ribbons & bows. 

        
Fountain Restoration project  status:  Trustee Cleary 
Trustee Cleary was very disappointed that no one from the Revitalization Committee showed up at 
tonight’s Board meeting, as requested by the Village Board, to provide a report on the status of the 
project including financial status, estimated cost of the project, current status and estimated completion 
date. He doesn’t want a written report, he wants it firsthand from someone on the Revitalization 
Committee so questions  can be asked. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
“Healthy Herkimer County” Resolution – They will review it before next month’s meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
“OZOG” Update! 
Discussion followed on what has or hasn’t happened in the past three years the present Board has been 
trying to get the building demolished.  
 
Our Herkimer County Legislator, Bruce Weakley provided Mayor Bennett with a document concerning 
reimbursement or not of Building demolition cost. Discussion followed.   
 
Mayor Bennett advised the Board that he provided Attorney Hughes with a copy of this document.  
After Attorney Hughes completes his review, he’s to advise the Board. 
 
Mr. Ehre gave the Mayor the name of an engineering firm that would be qualified to prepare the demo 
package for the Village.  The Mayor contacted this firm.  They said they would calculate a price for this 
service and provide it to the Mayor. 
 
Old Elm Property (Haver’s purchase request) Nothing new! 
 
Railroad Street Project –(Status of) 
There was a change to the original bid package after the contract was granted to Haver.  Trustee Cleary 
told the Mayor that in November  he had asked him to give him a copy of the changes agreed on with 
Mr. Haver without the Board’s approval.   It would only take about 15 minutes to do so.  It’s now June 
and he still hasn’t received it.   He requested that it be done before next month’s meeting.  
*The Mayor was agreeable. 
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Village land under section of Old Town Garage. 
The Mayor sent Supervisor Donley an e-mail  advising her the Village Board was agreeable to settle for 
the assessed valuation of the piece of land in question. 
                                     
Signs: “No update” 
 
Bell’s right of way by Well House:  Village Clerk 
Mrs. Bell reported to Clerk Byrnes that the description of right of way is complete and recorded.  Total 
cost $560.00, pre-agreed that each would pay half which is $280.00. 
All correspondence will follow soon; should be by the end of June. 
*Bell’s Attorney did all the necessary paper work.  Trustee Cleary made the recommendation that the 
Board have somebody with legal experience review and approve it before we pay our share. 
                              
Former Salm property – Cold Brook Street 
Trustee Cleary brought up this subject as to who the final owners of the said property will be.  The                         
consensus was it would not be beneficial to the Village to be declared the owner of said property. 
 
Boy Scout Project offered by Chris Salm 
The said project is to cover the hydrants with barrels to protect them from the weather elements for 
easy accessibility. 
*The Board and the Fire Chief were agreeable to the project 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:           
Anything note worthy has previously been taken care of.  
 
Signing of the Vouchers: 
The Vouchers listed under the Treasurer’s report were approved and signed by the Board before the 
close of this meeting. 
 
**Bank Reconciliation (s) for the previous month was reviewed by the board. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:41 PM by Mayor Bennett. 
 
Minutes of this meeting recorded and prepared by ___________________    
               M. Jane Byrnes, Village Clerk   
             
             
             
         


