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Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

September 8, 2009 

 

Present:  Mayor and Codes Officer:  Clifton Bennett 

       Trustee Mary L. Paul 

       Trustee Brian G. Cleary 

       Treasurer:  Michele H. Weakley 

       Water Superintendent: Scot Burritt 

 

      Absent:     Harold Cook, Water Clerk 

 

       Public Present:    Michael Kraeger, Sr. 

 

The Monthly Board of Trustees meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Bennett directly 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  This meeting is being recorded by Clerk Byrnes and 

Trustee Cleary. 

 

Public Comment Time: 

Michael Kraeger at 110 Cold Brook Street had a complaint about water running down Buck Hill into his 

yard.  The cause of which is plugged “Catch Basins”. It also causes dirt to build up at the intersection of 

Buck Hill, a county road, and Route 8, a State Road thus causing traffic to slide into the intersection. 

Mayor Bennett will call the State and County and try to get them both involved.  

 

He also told of an incident where the Amish were trying to go up Buck Hill and a car slammed on their 

brakes to avoid hitting them. The danger was not the only concern but horse “droppings” left behind. 

 

Mayor Bennett will check out the law regarding the Amish rights and regulations on using the State and 

County highways. 

 

Later Mike Kraeger had another  complaint about the parking and traffic at the Farmers Market.  Mayor  

Bennett said it’s never been a problem  to exit through the school driveway. 

 

Minutes of Previous Meetings. (August 11 & Special meeting, Sept. 1) The latter not prepared for 

approval)  

MOTION by Trustee Cleary to accept the minutes of the Monthly Board of Trustees  Meeting of August 

11, 2009 as submitted. Seconded by Trustee Paul. 

All Ayes.  Motion passed. 

 

Reports: 

Treasurer:  Michele Weakley 

The Treasurer’s report was reviewed by the Board and the following Motion made. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Cleary, to accept  the Treasurer’s report for September 9th as submitted. Seconded 

by Trustee Paul. 

All Ayes.  Motion passed. 

 

Vouchers: 

The following vouchers are to be approved and signed by the Board before the close of this meeting. 

 Account Abstract Voucher   Amount 

 Water         4     17 -  22 $     850.75 

 Payroll         4     26 -  34 $  3,189.52 

 General         4     45 -  57 $  3,822.75 

 

Fuel Oil for the 2009 -2010 Season 

Mayor Bennett said we’re going to “wing it”  this year.  When we need it, we’ll call three places  that 

provide full service and pick the lowest.   

 

Water Clerk:  Harold Cook  

Total billed for last quarter $15,797.93 
 

Codes Enforcement Officer: Clifton Bennett 

• One Permit Application received this month. 

Deck, Harold Cook 

• On-going inspections at Harold Cook’s, Eric Rommel’s, the Wiatr’s and the Gauthier’s 

residences.  No problems to date. 
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• Spoke with Ed Ozog, Jr. about Property Maintenance 10” grass rule at the Poland Union 

Property today at 9:30 am.  He said it would be taken care of again; I will give him a couple of 

days and mail another letter. 

 

Cliff read an e-mail from Cynthia Loren regarding the sidewalk in front of their house. (8674 S. Main) She 

had heard that the village might be having some sidewalk  work done. The damage was done by the 

village water department  which should  be replaced before someone trips on it. 

 

Cliff said he would look at it and maybe get it fixed  when Railroad Street is done.  Scot said there is also 

a place in front of the school that needs fixing, 

 

**Received a letter from the Town of Russia regarding a town-wide revaluation of all properties, which 

includes Poland and Cold Brook.  Due to the fact that the town assessor does not receive copies of the 

village building permits which would initiate a site visit and valuation by the assessor.  They are 

requesting that from now and in the future that their  assessor receive a copy of  village building permits  

when issued which will allow for a more equitable tax roll.  The purpose of the revaluation  is not to 

raise taxes but to have fair and equitable assessments.   In most cases, the overall village value would 

increase and therefore, the village can lower the tax rate to bring in the same revenue for their budget.  

The last revaluation was done ten years ago.  

 

Water Superintendent:  Scot Burritt 

For the month of August  – 1,760,600 gallons treated with a daily average of 65,207 gallons. 

 

No emergencies.  Called on two past due customers, one partially paid, the other is now shut off. 

We got our third quarter radium report back which was a little higher than the first two quarters.  It’s 

still low but he’s sure they’ll  let us  know  what to do if it gets too high. 

 

Sidewalk problem caused by the Water Department was discussed during the “Codes” report. 

 

Confirmed the mowing done by the Well House and Water Tower only billed twice a month by Eric 

Rommel, Adirondack Landscaping. 

 

Fire Department:  Chief Burritt 

 

The telesqurt is back after several months of being out of service.  Extensive hydraulic work was done on 

the boom.  The telesqurt still needs to have yearly certification done by an independent testing agency. 

We have two new applicants for membership and are approaching the fifty member mark.  This is  

something that we have not seen in a long time. 

 

Clerk: 

Speed Signs: Pedestrian Crossing Signs 

There was a question about the cost of the “Speed signs”.   Trustee Paul did not state a specific amount 

In her Motion at last month’s meeting.  The Clerk and Trustee Cleary  played the tape back several times 

and determined that the price was stated at $300.00 each, not $350.00.  Cliff will call to verify the 

amount and said we’ll hold till next month.  Mrs. Weakley said they can make the Motion now and she 

will hold it till verified.   

 

MOTION by Trustee Paul to pay Babcock Highway Supply once we get the rate squared away whether 

it’s $300.00 or $350.00. Seconded by Trustee Cleary.  All Agreeable.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

None at this time! 

 

OLD BUSINESS: Updates. 

“Ozog Building” 

Mayor Bennett talked to Mr. Ozog  who said the building is coming down. The Mayor warned him that if 

he didn’t take it down, then we will.   If Mr. Ozog takes it down himself then there will be no problem 

with  asbestos removal because he owns the building and can remove it himself.  He needs to get a 

demolition permit. The Mayor will call Mr. Ozog once or twice a week to keep it going.  He’ll be charged 

on next year’s tax bill for any expenses incurred by the Village.  It was noted that Mr. Ozog does not own 

the former Bank Parking Lot.  
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Grounds Keeper: 

Trustee Cleary asked Vincent Arcuri if he would  take over the lawn mowing responsibilities for the 

remainder of the season at $10.00 an hour. Also, fix and maintain anything else that needs to be done. 

He’ll be replacing Dick Miller who quit mid-season and Trustee Cleary will point out to Mr. Arcuri  it’s not 

a permanent position at this time. 

 

Bobcat operator for snow removal 

Trustee Cleary will give applications to the ones that are interested  in the position and explain to them 

that it is a very demanding job and what is expected of them. There are  about 5 or 6 interested.  The 

pay will be $10.00. an hour. The Board will review the applications by next month  before making a 

decision. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Paul to accept the  Application for Examination or Employment, the  Herkimer 

County Personnel Application as Poland’s Application for Employment. 

Seconded by Trustee Cleary. 

All Ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Fountain Park Activity report 

Trustee Cleary has received calls about planting, tulips and daffodil bulbs  in the Park.  He is concerned 

about people just coming in and planting them themselves and disrupting the bulbs that are already 

there.  The Mayor expects they will just drop them off at the park. Also discussed was  digging up the 

flower bed by the Village  Office building and replanting with new bulbs. 

 

Fountain Restoration Status 

Trustee Cleary is to meet with Mrs. Bennett, representing the Revitalization  Committee to compare 

notes on what the “status” of the project is as the present time. 

 

Signs 

The Mayor has a request to the school for two pedestrian crossing signs by  the school.  He also made a 

request to NYS Assemblyman Butler and US Senator  Seward for four signs. (Also, see Clerk Pg. 571) 

 

There was also discussion on how fast people drive getting  out of school.  This is something that can be 

mentioned in the school newsletter. 

     

Recycling Program – Stickers 

We need more stickers.  They seem to be working but there are some that ignore them.   

Cliff said as codes enforcer he would send out letters to the violators. 

 

Railroad Street Sidewalk and Swale project 

They had three bids. Haver’s Excavating was low bidder.  The Mayor  had a meeting with him and went 

over the specks to make sure all was in order. Mr. Haver said he made no mistakes in his proposal bid. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Paul to accept the proposal bid from W. Haver Excavating dated 9-01-09  for the 

amount of  $4,409.00 for project number 2009-01 Railroad Street Sidewalk.  Seconded by Trustee 

Cleary. All in favor.  Aye 

 

Mill Street  Sidewalk / Drain Project 

We have some specks that an engineer did for us.  Trustee Paul wondered if the town could help us with 

this since it was their big trucks that helped tear it up. It would be great if they could.  It’ll be looked  

into. 

 

10” Grass Rule – See codes report 

 

Old Chlorine plant transfer:  Nothing to report 

Miscellaneous  -  Re:  Ernie Maine 

Trustee Cleary said Ernie Maine  mowed around our Village sign at the end of the Village.  Trustee Cleary  

will send him a “Thank You” letter. 

 

Maine’s are the ones that did the work behind the Post Office without getting a  building permit.  Brian 

will be seeing  him tomorrow and in a diplomatic manner tell him we need a request for a permit and 

fee for the records for the work by the Post Office.                

 

Town Park Entrance Parking  Lot – 32 Cold Brook St. 

 Also, Farmers Market Complaint (See Public Comment Time –Pg. 570) 
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Town  of Russia land purchase request:  Nothing new!  The Board checked  out the exact location after 

last month’s meeting. 

           

Deed and abstract to Old Elm property:  Wayne Haver does have a map and will get it to the Board by 

next month’s meeting. 

Animal Control Officer  

It was decided that Jen Earl needs to turn in a monthly report.  Cliff will ask her to  e-mail  her  report in 

before our scheduled monthly meetings. 

 

 There has been a dog coming into the Village unattended.  Trustee Cleary found out who  the dog 

belongs  to but the owner  requested their name not be on record in the minutes.  The owner promised 

Trustee Cleary that it will not happen again  and that it’s been taken care of. 

  

Bell’s right of way by Well House:   Nothing new from either Attorney. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: For the month reviewed! 

Only one, of concern: 

Regarding Hinckley Reservoir.   The Mayor is cordially invited to attend a discussion meeting on Tuesday, 

September 15th at the Oneida County Office Building at 2:30 p.m. Two hours of time will be allotted for 

sharing views and concerns. 

• The Mayor will try to attend. 

 

Signing of the Vouchers: 

The Vouchers listed under the Treasurer’s report were approved and signed by the Board before the 

close of this meeting. 

 

** Bank Reconciliation (s) for the previous  month was reviewed by the Board. ** 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM  by Mayor Bennett. 

 

Minutes of this meeting recorded and prepared by__________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 


