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            561 

Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

July 14, 2009 

     

   Present:  Mayor & Codes Officer:  Clifton Bennett 

       Trustee Mary L. Paul  

       Trustee Brian G. Cleary 

       Treasurer  Michele H. Weakley 

    

              Absent:   Scot Burritt, Water Superintendent 

  Harold Cook, Water Clerk 

 

 Public Present:   Sandra J. Cleary – 8765 S. Main St. 

  Michael Kraeger, Sr. - 117 Cold Brook St. 

 

The Monthly Board of Trustees  meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Bennett directly 

followed by the  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Then the Mayor made it known that this meeting was 

being recorded as usual by the Clerk and also by Trustee Cleary. 

 

Public Comment Time: 

Subject : Smoke Free Parks 

Michael  Kraeger said that he was at the Town of Russia Board meeting the night before and Smoke Free 

Parks had been discussed. The Mayor  said several people have called him about having a smoke free 

park. Trustee Paul said there is actually a campaign going on called Mohawk Valley Smoke Free 

Playgrounds.  It’s been on the news. They’re actually listing the ones  that have agreed to do it, 

Middleville included.  They’ve gone another step to get rid of the smoking signs in the  stores. They still 

sell the cigarettes but have removed the smoking signs, two in Newport have complied. 

 

More discussion followed and Mayor Bennett said he  will try to find a copy of a resolution for Smoke 

Free Parks that the Village can use . 

 

Subject:  Illegal Scrapping in Village Limits 

Sandra Cleary brought it to the attention of Mayor Bennett and Trustee Paul that their neighbors, the 

VanNort’s are still bringing in “scrap” and leaving it in the yard, sometimes more than over night. 

(Previous meeting). 

Discussion followed  and Cliff, as Codes officer said that he does not have a legal right to go onto the 

property  without permission .  In the Zoning Law under “Prohibited  Uses; All Districts” to be brief, 

scrapping or storage thereof  is not allowed unless  a variance permit is granted by the ZBA which would 

not happen. 

 

 VanNort’s landlord Paul Fuller  had stopped by before our meeting to check on a building permit and 

when the Mayor realized who he was, tried to stop him but to no avail.  

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting:  (The ZBA Minutes-6/11/09 (Pg.560) were accepted that night by the ZBA) 

MOTION by Trustee Cleary  that they accept the June 9, 2009 Board of Trustees meeting minutes as 

edited. 

Seconded by Trustee Paul       All Ayes. Motion Passed. 

 

Reports: 

Treasurer:  Michele Weakley 

The Treasurers report was discussed.    There’s only $5,893.97 outstanding on taxes. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Cleary, seconded by Trustee Paul  to accept July 2009 Treasurers report as 

submitted.  All Ayes. Motion passed. 

 

Trustee Paul said they have approved  Jen Earl as  their Animal Control  Officer who will start July 1st. 

There is also problems with stray cats.  They agreed on $50.00 a month.. The Treasurer said it could be 

transferred from the ”Garbage Account”.  A section of the  Troopers garage will be cleaned out and set 

up for her use. 

 

The question was asked if Mrs. Earl gets hurt while performing her duties, is she covered by the Village’s 

insurance.   Trustee Paul said she is covered under Workman’s Comp because she’s now a village 

employee.  Trustee Paul said she would let Tim Dunn know. 
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Vouchers: 

The following Vouchers are to be approved and signed by the Board before the close of this meeting. 

Account Abstract Voucher  Amount 

Water         2      2 - 11            $  8,921.17   

 General         2    22 - 34            $10,243.89 

 Payroll         2    10 – 16           $  3,243.38 

 

Water Clerk:  Harold Cook 

 Total  Billed (Revised) $14,806.00 

 Paid to date  $10,268.21 

 Outstanding - 7/13/09 $  4,537.79 

 

Codes Enforcement Officer Report for July 2009:  Clifton Bennett  

•  Four Permit applications were received  this month 

0 New House, Gauthier on North Main 

*Inspections have been an ongoing process and no problems have surfaced thus far. 

 0    Fence, Foster on South Main.  Told Foster to check with properly line survey and make sure 

      he follows all the Zoning Laws which I gave  him. 

               0    Stewarts, New Sign, same size and location as old one, same foundation. 

0 Jennifer Rider, remove and replace existing trailer on Moody Lane with new trailer, well,  

new for her. 

 

• One Permit was Renewed this Month 

0 Waitr on Cold Brook Street.  He also received a new septic plan for installation at this 

location which was covered under the original permit and now said renewal. 

 

•  Complaint from Brian Cleary for Scrapping at VanNort’s property, I Then witnessed the partial 

load of scrap in the blue pickup truck that night of July 10th.  I have been trying to serve papers 

to the Van North’s since this last complaint on July 10th.  They have not been cooperating and I 

have not personally been able to serve them.  He will keep trying for one week and if he can’t 

get the VanNort'S he will serve the papers to  Paul Fuller since he is the actual owner of the 

property. 

 

• As of July 1, 2009 Jen  Earl has taken  over the position of Dog Control Officer.  Her name and 

number Is posted on the web-site.  We should place an article in the next  newsletter   regarding 

this. 

 

• Class 6 of Codes was taken and passed the end of June.  I am officially complete.  I will have to 

start taking the 24 hour refresher courses in the year 2010. 

 

• A letter was written to Ed Ozog, Jr. regarding the Property Maintenance Law of NY and 10” 

Grass Law.  The grass was mowed and the property is now in conformance with the law. 

 

• I spoke with Officers  Jones and Haver this past week regarding speeding in the Village.  They say 

they are doing what they can; we get a lot more traffic compared to Newport and Middleville.   I 

asked them if they had the speed radar signs that show the  driver how fast they are going 

compared to the speed limit.  They said they do not have anything and I should possibly check 

with the Sheriff.  I called and spoke with Sheriff Farber and he looked into it and is getting one                           

from Stop DWI, Mike Edwards, and is going to set it up first in front of my house, then we will 

move it up to Scot Burritt’s house and finally find a house on S. Main to set it up on.  End of 

written report.   

 

Water Superintendent:  (Absent) e-mailed his report) 

For the Month of June 1,741,500 gallons were treated with a daily average of 64,500 gallons. 

 

Lead and Copper samples were returned with all  samples within specs so far, ten samples were taken 

and they will soon be published to the residents that sampled them for the village, ten more samples 

will be drawn shortly along with the rest of the yearly requirements, and Radium 228 for the third 

quarter. 

My Grade C certification has been renewed for an additional three years and a copy will be forwarded to 

the office ASAP. 
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Dick Marko has expressed an interest to train as a water operator and would like to work with the 

village to obtain his certification.  This has to be done under a current certified water operator.  This of 

course would be up to the board to allow as he would have a direct hands on  with the program if he 

chooses to proceed with the schooling.  I believe this is to prepare for Newport’s potential job opening 

in several years. 
******* 

(Board’s remarks pertaining to above request) 

The Mayor said he would go around with Scot but wouldn’t get paid by us, he would just be learning the 

job.   

Question: Would he have to be on our Insurance?   Trustee Paul’s reply!  She was OK with this, subject 

to that’s he’s covered by their own insurance.  It’s thought that he is doing this on his own  in 

preparation that he thinks he  might get the job in Newport someday.  She didn’t know where he would 

be covered since he is not an employee or any part of the Board.  She didn’t know that he is now a 

Trustee of the Village of Newport.   If he’s covered under their insurance  she would want Poland as an 

additional  insured on their policy so that he is covered while he’s an apprentice here.  She just wants to 

make sure we’re covered in case he gets hurt or damages something. 

 

The Mayor will talk to Scot about what the Board discussed so he can let  Mr. Marko know that  we  

need  a Certificate of Insurance from Newport with the Village of  Poland as an additional insured. 

******* 
(Report cont’d) 

The water leak at the firehouse  was repaired and today the  parking lot was repaved where it was dug 

up.  This was done by Haver Construction and worked in with a job they had locally.  A bill will follow for 

the product used. 

 

Fire Department:  Chief Burritt 

Nothing new to report.   Respectfully submitted,  Scot Burritt.                                                                                                    

 

Clerk: 

1) The Clerk request August 7th as a  personal day off. 

• Board granted. 

2)Pluming  problems with rest room. 

       *    Mayor  Bennett said call Joe Jones to fix it. 

3)  Fenton’s bill for removing metal roofing from  Poland Union forwarded to Attorney Hughes. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1, Newport Parade – The board decided to participate.  They will try to get  Tom Ryan to drive them  in 

his new  Convertible. 

•  The Clerk is to let Mike McEvoy know their intentions. 

 

2.  Richard Marko – Water Classification Training with Scot (See Water 

Superintendent’s  report  for request and  Board’s reply  at the top of this page.) 

 

3.  Letter received from Richard H. Keiser, Sr., Adjutant of Disabled American Veterans, Chapter 178 

requesting  permission to conduct their annual Forget-me-not Drive in the Village as they have in past 

years.  This year they would like to have it in Poland the weekend of September 11th and 12th.  They set 

up by Stewart’s and the Nice’  N Easy. 

* The Board granted their request and the Clerk is to let Mr. Keiser know their decision. 

  

“Ozog”  Building: 

The morning “Fenton”  started removing the loose tin from the “Ozog Building” the Mayor got a call 

from Mr. Ed Ozog, Jr.  He told Cliff that he had someone coming in to take care of it, what was the 

Village doing.  Cliff told him that he had three years to take care and now it was a dangerous problem 

with the flapping tin and we have a legal right to take care of it.  Cliff told him to go see Judge Daley 

which he did.  He is starting to listen to us now.  He sent  our attorney a check for $888.00.  It is thought 

to  be the filing fees.   

 

Fountain Park Area Activity : Trustee Cleary 

 On June 22
nd

, Donna Clifford of Dreams in Blooms Greenhouse in Cold Brook donated a good number of 

several different types of flowers to be planted in the Village of Poland.  These Flowers were needed to  

replace some flowers that were not surviving well and to fill in a number of areas that needed flowers.  

Donnas’ donation really helped round out our display of village flowers. 
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Bob Lehman (at Rommel’s Fence Co.) replaced broken metal bands on several of our village barrel 

planters so we could use them again this year.  This donation of material and labor saved us from  

needing to buy new planters to replace the damaged planters. 

 

New Street Signs 

New Street signs have been ordered.  Mayor Bennett said they should be able to get  traffic signs 

through  “Chips”.  He read the portion that pertained to same. 

 

Trustee Paul said she is stepping aside as Trustee and speaking as a concerned citizen.  Her Mother  

moved into  4 Cold Brook St. (for  911 location but 2  Cold Brook St.)for other purposes .  She said you 

have to back in or out which is not legal but that’s the only way.  The  ones there now, back in.  She 

wanted to know if possible could there be a  blind driveway sign because it’s a dangerous “shared” 

driveway.  The only thing they could think of was the blind driveway signs. Mayor Bennett wanted to 

know if they wanted to spend some of the chips money on  Traffic signs. 

 

Railroad Street Project 

Before they do  the signs  Trustee Paul wanted to know if they found out how much it’s going to cost to 

do the sidewalk  project on Railroad St.  The Mayor said he had a conversation with Mr. Arcuri  about 

the problem.  They decided a “swale” would solve the problem rather than a new sidewalk.  The cost of 

which would probably be about $2,000. to $3,000. It is thought that we would have enough money in 

our Chips fund for the “swale”. 

 

The Mayor said we don’t have to go back to the engineer right now, because he has done enough jobs 

himself  and has the knowledge to put  out a  “scope” of work on our letterhead  showing what  needs  

to be  done and the bounders  of where the job is and send to all the paving contractors and papers 

included and  send it out for bids.  Have a job meeting before the bids, so they can come and see what 

we need, that way it’ll keep the cost down.    

  

MOTION by Trustee Paul that we purchase two pedestrian signs to put up in the center of Town 

and  a MOTION to go ahead and get bids for a “swale” on Railroad Street.  Seconded by Trustee Cleary.  

All Ayes.  Motion passed. 

 

Recycling program:   It was raining the first week the labels were used by  Left-Over Express.  There 

were some that didn’t meet the recycling standards but  progress is being made. 

 

10” Grass Rule  Violators:  There was one violator, which has been taken care of. 

 

Old Chlorine  plant transfer status:  Nothing new. 

 

Town Park Entrance : Nothing new. 

 

Town of Russia land purchase request of piece of land the Town of Russia  Garage sits on. The Mayor 

has heard nothing on that and the Board still wants to check out the site in question. 

 

Deed and abstract to Old Elm Property: Nothing new. 

 

Animal Control Officer (covered under Codes Enforcement Officer Report, pg.562) 

 

Bell’s right of way by Well House:   

No activity on the attorney’s part. He asked our attorney but he has heard nothing from Bell’s Attorney. 

The Clerk had a call from Mrs. Bell  for an up-date. They really want to know what’s going on. They 

aren’t planning on selling the property now but for the future they would like proof. Mayor Bennett will 

talk to Sandy and Jack Bell.  

 

Newsletter:  The Mayor will send out e-mail requests for news items. 

           He will request business profiles for this month’s to Kathleen Fusco d/b/a Main Street 

          Chiropractic. 

           Also, Rommel’s Fence and Perfex  

  

CORRESPONDENCE:   

1)  Water Quality Grant  Program : It is a competitive  reimbursement grant program that helps 

communities improve water quality. – application date 10/16/09. 

**  Trustee Paul said she read it and wondered if it was something we could apply for.  The 

Mayor will look into it. 
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Signing of the Vouchers 

The Vouchers listed under the Treasurer’s report were approved and signed by the Board before the 

close of this meeting. 

 

** Bank Reconciliation (s) for the previous month was reviewed by the  board. 

          

MOTION by Trustee Paul to adjourn this meeting at 8:14 PM seconded by Trustee Cleary. 

All ayes.  Motion passed, Meeting adjourned. 

 

Minutes of this meeting recorded and prepared by _____________________ 

           M. Jane Byrnes, Village Clerk 

  


