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554 
 

Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

June 9, 2009 

 

Present:  Mayor & Codes Officer:  Clifton Bennett 

          Trustee: Mary L. Paul 

          Trustee Brian G. Cleary 

          Treasurer:  Michele Weakley 

         Absent:     Scot Burritt, Water Superintendent 

              Harold Cook, Water Clerk 

 

  Public Present:  Marie VanNort – 8769 S. Main St. (Left @ 7:08 PM) 

    Paul Fuller  9358 Rte. 28, Poland   (   “    “   “ “    “  ) 

    Jerry Briggs- 165 Short Rd., Remsen 

    Wilma & Lester Beaudin – 9 Mill St. 

    Herbert & Evelyn Mueller -8730 S. Main St.  

    Sandra J. Cleary  - 8765 S. Main St. 

     

 

    

The Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM  by Mayor Bennett directly 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Public Comment Time:   

Mrs. VanNort said she didn’t know what could be done about the fighting, arguing  and complaining 

that’s  going on with her neighbor and would like it to stop.  She had previously stated her complaint in a 

letter to the Mayor.  Mayor Bennett said he did read her letter but if she has a neighborly quarrel going 

on he doesn’t want to hear it. 

 

All he is interested in is the code and zoning  violations which they now  have and had in the past.   

There’s  still “scrapping”  going on.  He referred to  the law that you cannot have a junk yard, storage or 

transfer station within the Village.  Mrs. VanNort wanted to know if her husband  could  leave it on the 

truck overnight  and take it the next morning.   He said NO,  that was considered storage. There  can only 

be  one unregistered  vehicle on the property at one time.  There were also dogs issues involved. 

 

Trustee Cleary, the next door neighbor,  pointed out some instances when the scrap was not removed 

from the property the next day. He said he had talked to Mr. VanNort and was told that he had been 

told by the Mayor- Codes Officer back in January that it was alright to leave scrap on the truck over 

night, Cliff said that never happened. Trustee Cleary checked into the law and it is not OK.  Trustee 

Cleary said that since this is Village business he is entitled to a copy of Mrs. VanNort’s letter.  Mayor 

Bennett was agreeable to that. 

 

For the record Mayor Bennett gave Mrs. VanNort copies of the law governing scrapping, etc. within the 

Village. Mrs. VanNort and Mr. Fuller left the meeting at 7:08PM. 

 

Next, Wilma Beaudin said that last fall she sold a lot of tickets for the Revitalization Committee to raise 

money to paint the fountain. Now,  she has people coming back to her to find out why the fountain isn’t 

painted and where the money went.  Discussion followed on what caused the  need to repaint and now 

the one that did it before is believed to be no longer in Business.  It would be good to let the public  

know what is going on.  It was suggested to have a “Money Thermometer” in the park to let people 

know much has already been raised and what the goal is.  

 

Trustee Paul wanted it on record that the Revitalization Committee is not part of the Village Board, they 

do come to the Board and let them know what’s going on and to get permission .  The Mayor will get in 

touch with the committee to get it going again.                                                                                                                                                

 

Jerry Briggs, Town and Village Justice 

He introduced himself and said that there is an election this year and it looks like there’s going to be a 

primary this year. The Town is a little bit unhappy with him because he is not a “yes” person because he 

did not hire the person the town wanted for Court Clerk.  He hired a highly qualified Court Clerk who is 

also Court Clerk for the Town of Deerfield. Now they’re forcing him into a primary. The Town of Russia 

didn’t even ask the Poland Village Board who they wanted.  He has to get a petition signed in order to 

run. The ones that were dissatisfied with his actions  have someone to run against him. 
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Mr. Mueller said he would like to give  a complement  to the Board  that anywhere he  goes  in this 

Village you can see something is getting done.  The Board thanked him.  He also asked if the scrap metal 

business on 8769 S. Main St. was legal.  The Mayor answered the question that it was not legal as it is 

now zoned. 

        

Minutes of Previous Meetings 

MOTION  by Trustee Cleary, seconded by Trustee Paul that they accept the Monthly Board of Trustee 

May 11, 2009 minutes as submitted. 

All Ayes.   Motion passed. 

 

Reports: 

Treasurer: Michele Weakley 

There’s not a report this month  since it’s the first meeting of the new fiscal year. 

She  paid  a few bills and received some taxes and water rent. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Paul that we  move  $3,120.00  from A8010.1 to A1210.1 and $1,000.00 from  

A8010.4 to A1210.4 that is the result of  the combination of the Codes and Mayors positions.  Seconded 

by Trustee Cleary. 

Voting:  Trustee Paul     Aye 

   Trustee Cleary Aye 

 Mayor Bennett Abstained 

 

Vouchers: 

The following Vouchers are to be approved and signed by the Board before the close of this meeting. 

 Account Abstract Voucher Amount 

 Water        1         1  $        34.11 

 General        1     1  -  21 $21,613.49                                                                                                          

 Payroll        1     1  -   8  $  3,135.73 

Water Clerk: 

Current billing:  $14,861.52 

 

Codes Enforcement Officer:  Clifton Bennett 

• One Permit  Application received this month. 

   Sean McDermont for New Pool. 

• Complaint and Pictures from Brian Cleary for Scrapping at VanNort’s Property,  

Spoke to Marie VanNort at this meeting. 

• Paving and patching has been completed at the Post Office Parking Area.  Still have not received 

official plan of what septic installation was done there. 

• Have not heard back from either Town Supervisor in regards to dog control Enforcer.  Will write 

another letter requesting response.  Jen Earl is possibly interested in being our dog  control 

officer.  (* See below) 

• Class 5 for Codes was taken and passed the end of May.  The final Class 6 is scheduled for the 

last week of June. 

 

Trustee Cleary said he received a  call from Mrs. Earl that she had called the New York Department of 

Agriculture and talked to the person  in charge of Dog Control for the State of New York.  She is 

interested.  She would like to know what the Board will pay.  After a price is agreed on, she is ready to 

start. Trustee Cleary said he pointed out to her that the Village jobs are not high paying ones. More 

discussion on the subject followed. 

 

She’s an animal lover and if there’s a problem, she will talk to the owner, if a stray, will try to find a 

home for it. She will try to get as much of the necessary equipment donated as she can.  

 

Trustee Paul  pointed out that all she will be required to do is enforce our Local Law No. 1 - 1999. 

  

Justice Briggs stated the law as he knows it about animal control officers. Trustee Cleary  said Mrs. Earl 

was  told she didn’t need any special training for a Village but if she did the same job for a township she 

would need the special training.  
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Water Superintendent:  Scot Burritt 

1,826,200 gallons treated for May 9th, with a daily average of 60,873. 

 

Water leak at the firehouse service, most likely caused by the Bobcat hitting the curb box and shearing 

off the cap in the winter.  The leak was at the valve.  This was the older style flared fitting that doesn’t 

do well when you disturb it.  Apparently shearing the cap off was just enough to disturb it,  this is a two  

   

inch line, a new valve, section of pipe,  coupling and curb box was installed.  The asphalt driveway had to 

be cut and valve was eight plus feet in the ground making this a rather difficult repair job. 

 

Quotes will be gotten to repair the asphalt in the near future.  Brad Weakley was the contract digger. 

 

Eric Rommel is mowing the water facilities as requested every two weeks. 

 

Chlorine needs to be restocked shortly and he will forward one cube to the Village Garage for Brian’s use 

at the fountain per our earlier conversation. 

 

Fire Department:  Chief Burritt 

Recently there was a series of false alarms at the High School that are  being resolved with the aid of 

NYS  Troopers. 

 

Unfortunately the Poland Fire Department suffered its first civilian fire fatality since the early 1960’s 

earlier this week.  All information is being run through NYS troopers in this matter. 

 

Also thank you to everyone who supported our first Chicken Barbeque this weekend, your support is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Clerk: 

Letter received from William M. Jones, Secretary, Fire Department 

 

At the May 13th, 2009, monthly meeting of the Poland Volunteer Fire Company Incorporated the general 

membership accepted by majority vote the application for membership from  Bradley J. Allen of 4968 

Military Road, Poland with a mailing address of PO Box 411, 

 

They anticipate their action will meet with our approval and if so please add Mr. Allen’s Name to our list 

of current active Members.        * Board approved. 

 

The tax  bills were mailed out the end of June and payment  coming back, even a few of the escrow 

accounts.  

 

Insurance:  Trustee Paul reported that the insurance rates are going up, but not much, due to us 

increasing coverage’s. Scot is working with our insurance adjuster  regarding the “tank” claim.  We did a 

quick fix but he is trying to get them to approve the rest of the repairs. She just received the Workman 

Comp policies for review for any major changes.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

The Mayor said there is a possibility that he may be running for Town Supervisor for the Town of Russia .   

He will let the Board know next month, he hasn’t made a definite decision yet, his petition has to be in 

by July 13th to the 17th.   He said the village wouldn’t suffer because there are capable people to take 

over.  Discussion followed as to his position as codes enforcement officer.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

“Ozog “ Building 

Mr. Ozog was served papers the 26th of May.  If he doesn’t purge himself he can be arrested. 

 

The  Mayor said there’s a life threatening situation going on over there with loose tin flapping.  When it 

first started we passed the Unsafe Building Law.  According to that, the  Village has a right to make it 

safe.  The Mayor asked that a Resolution to that effect be made. He said “ Victor’s” can do it in one day 

with  a bucket truck and two men for $730.00.  Trustee Cleary suggested that due to fairness we get a 

bid from “Fenton”, a contractor within the Village, that helps out with Village Projects.  Trustee Cleary 

thought it should be put out for sealed bids. Trustee Paul pointed out that according to our Procurement 

Policy it doesn’t have to be if the project is under $10,000.. The Resolution # 4 -2009 will be put on  
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“Hold” for this meeting but followed through before our July meeting  via e-mail between the Mayor, 

Trustee’s and Clerk due to the existing dangerous condition of the Ozog  building. (see Pg. 5 of 6 ) 

 

Fountain Park Area Activity 

The weather beaten American flag in fountain park was replaced with a new American flag and 

P.O.W/M.I.A. flag was added to honor P.O.W’s and servicemen Missing in Action.  These flags were 

donated to the Village of Poland by a couple that wish to remain anonymous. 

Some barrel planter of flowers was in place when the Ride for Missing Children came through Poland.  

The Village was clean and neat for the event and the pink, blue and purple plywood ribbons were in 

place on the telephone poles. 

                                

Planters of flowers and red/white/blue ribbons were hung on the metal fences in the Village. 

 

Since the ride more barrel planters of flowers were put in place in the center of village after the R.F.M.C. 

 

More flowers have been planted in the fountain park. 

 

Lowe’s honored our donation request for flower related supplies we needed and 2 sheets of plywood 

for making more park decorations for the different holiday seasons. 

 

A $50.00 donation for flowers was received from Mr. & Mrs. Bonser and a $25.00 donation for flowers 

received from Mr. & Mrs. Shufelt. 

 

Some of our  flowers planted have already been vandalized as has Stewart’s planters.  

 

Fountain Restoration Status – Discussed earlier  

Status of New Office and New Street Signs: 

We now have the new signs which are very nice.  Todd Harter, DOT, will hopefully be here next week to 

go over where to place the signs. There is still one “Welcome to Poland” sign to be put up coming in 

town  from Cold Brook.  There are caps to put on the others and the posts to be painted.  New Village 

office sign needs a backing board.  The Mayor to see Scot Burritt for board needed. 

 

Recycling Program-  (Stickers and Implementation Date) 

The Mayor will have “rejected” stickers made up for Left Over to put on the unacceptable bags.   

Discussion followed on what would happen to the “rejected” garbage of recyclables. 

 

New Sidewalks-   (including Arcuri’s inquiry about Railroad St.)  

Last year we  had engineering quotes done which  cost around Twenty-four hundred dollars. The  Mayor  

thinks that we may have enough with  Chips if we went out and solicited  some bids ourselves without 

using an engineer  

 

Trustee Cleary requested the Mayor to send Mr. and Mrs.  Arcuri  a letter explaining what the Board is 

planning to do about the problem on Railroad Street.  He said he would  write the letter. 

 

Tree Replacement Program update:  The Mayor found out it is not in the State Budget this year. He 

should have updated that in the last newsletter. 

 

 10” grass rule violators:  Poland Union property.  The Mayor will write a letter to Edward Ozog, Jr..  

 

8959 N. Main St.  - New house being built by Rick and Irene Gauthier.  They are  applying for the 

necessary building permits.                                                                                                                                                                                       

  

Old Chlorine plant :  Our Attorney said he will take care of the transfer of this property sometime this 

month. 

Town Park entrance TX (transfer) to the Village-32 Cold Brook St. The Mayor  did not talk to the Town 

about it.  Trustee Cleary wanted to know if that agreement was in writing or verbal.  Trustee Paul was on 

the Board at the time but could not recall the answer to that. 
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Town of Russia Highway Garage on Pullman Ave. 

Town of Russia requested to purchase the Village’s  piece of property the  Town of Russia town  barn is 

situated on.  They haven’t got any new information back to us.  In order for the Town to sell the town 

barn, they have to purchase  the two pieces of land not owned by them. One piece is owned by the 

Village and the other by Perfex.  Trustee Cleary someday wants the Board to go look at the site in 

question, so they will know what they are selling.  The Town Board knows they  need to get the property 

appraised. 

 

Deed and abstract to Old Elm property per Haver’s purchase request. 

Nothing new. 

 

Animal Control Officer (pg.555-Codes)and Disposal System .   It was discussed and decided we might 

have enough to get one unit but later decided  it was more sensible to spend  the money on larger cross 

walk signs. The “Disposal Unit” would most likely be misused. 

 

Cross Walk Signs  

Mayor Bennett had information on larger signs.  The signs would cost $300 for both sides and be placed 

at all cross walks. One day the Troopers were pulling people over but he thinks mostly for seat belts. 

 

Bell’s right of way by Well House. 

In the hands of Bell’s and our  Attorney. No response to us from either.  

  

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Previously handled by the Board. 

 

Signing of the Vouches: 

The Vouchers listed under the Treasurer’s report were approved and signed by the  

Board before the close of this meeting. 

 

** Bank Reconciliation (s) for the previous month was reviewed by the Board. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM by Mayor Bennett. 

 

Minutes of this meeting recorded and prepared by ________________________ 

                         M. Jane Byrnes, Village Clerk                                                                                                                             

 *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

(The following is a continuation of 06/09/09 “Unfinished Old Business”) 

Re: Condition of Poland Union Property 

 

Following is an  “e-mail” to Trustee’s Paul and Cleary, also Clerk Byrnes on June 15, 2009 

Please be advised that Todd Fenton was low bidder on the securing of sheet 

metal bid.  Victor Contracting was priced at $730.00 and Todd Fenton was 

at $700.00.  Please see attached resolution and approve or disapprove via 

email. If all in favor I will contact Todd and have him start the work as 

soon as he can. 

Cliff Bennett 

Mayor Village of Poland 

315-826-3141 

Thanks Cliff 

----- Original Message -----> From: "Cliff Bennett" <mayorbennett@ntcnet.com> 

> To: "bgcsjc" <bgcsjc@ntcnet.com>; "M. Jane Byrnes" <vpoland@ntcnet.com>;  

> "Mary L Paul" <trusteepaul@ntcnet.com> 

> Sent: Monday, June 15, 2009 9:56 PM 

> Subject: Ozog Property 

 

Resolution # 4  of 2009, Secure Hazards at 8833 S. Main Street (Ozog Property) 

 At this regular meeting of the Village of Poland, New York held on June 9, 2009 the following 

Resolution was adopted by the Village Board of Poland. 
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 WHEREAS, there is a present and great danger to all residents, visitors and the general public at 

8833 S. Main Street further known as the Ozog Property, and 

 WHEREAS, this Ozog Property has been determined by Building Codes to be a condemned 

building, and 

 WHEREAS, the owner of this property, Edward Ozog Jr. has failed to comply with the court order 

to bring this Ozog Property back to a safe condition, and        
                                  

 WHEREAS, the Village Board of Poland has the right under Local Law #2 - 2007, Section 10 and 

11, to repair and secure or demolish and remove the unsafe building,  

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it: 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Poland authorizes Todd Fenton Contracting to secure all 

dangerous sheet metal roofing and siding on the Ozog Property, and also be it 

  RESOLVED, Todd Fenton Contracting will be reimbursed by the Village of Poland in the amount 

of $700.00, and also be it  

 RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Poland has the right as stated in Local Law #2 – 2007, 

Section 10, that all expenses incurred by the Village connected with the proceedings to repair and 

secure or demolish and remove the unsafe building, including the cost of any legal expenses, shall be 

assessed against the land on which such building is located and shall be levied. 

Cliff Bennett, Mayor    

Mary Paul, Trustee    

Brian Cleary, Trustee    

* * * * * * ** 

**June 16, 2009  Reply from Trustee Paul 

> I Mary Paul I approve this resolution. 

Mary 

**From: "Brian" <bgcsjc@ntcnet.com> 

To: <mayorbennett@ntcnet.com> 

Cc: <trusteepaul@ntcnet.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2009 8:06 AM 

Subject: Re: Ozog Property 

 I, Trustee Cleary, approve of this resolution. 

> 

> Brian Cleary 

> 6/16/09 

 

The above Resolution and correspondence between the Mayor  and Trustee’s was copied and attached 

to these minutes of the  June 9th meeting by_________________________  

                        M. Jane Byrnes, Village Clerk. 

 

* * * * * * * * 


