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Village of Poland 
Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

June 11, 2013 
 

                                                                 Present:     Mayor:   Brian G. Cleary 
      Trustee:  Scott Stubba  
                                                                                    Trustee:  Janet LaRock 

                          Treasurer/Water Clerk:  Michele Weakley  
                      Codes Enforcement Officer:  Philip Green (Arrived 7:30 PM) 

        Village Clerk: Carol McMahon 
                            Animal Control Officer:  Marc Costantine 

             Absent:      Water Superintendent:  Scot Burritt 
 
                                                      Public Present:      Mary Paul 8925 N. Main St., Poland 

                     Sandi Cleary 8765 S. Main St., Poland 
                                      Michael T. Kraeger, 117 Cold Brook St., Poland 

                                                                  Ronald Stewart, 212 Graves Road, Newport (Arrived 7:45 PM)  
 
The monthly Board of Trustees meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Cleary directly 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Minutes recorded by the Village Clerk. 
 

Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting: 

Public Comments:      

Mrs. Mary Paul reported that the street light near her house is out, Pole # 178 NTCO 15.   Mrs. Paul is 
concerned about the covering of the former Poland Union site.  Regarding the Poland Union site, Mayor 
Cleary explained he had contacted the demolition contractor, who is willing to donate 2 more rolls of 6 
mil. plastic to cover it.  The contractor has the rolls of plastic on order.  Once, they are received, they will 
be delivered to the Village Office. However, it is ultimately the landowner’s responsibility to secure the 
site.   

MOTION BY: Trustee Stubba to accept the minutes of the May 14, 2013 Board of Trustees meeting, 2nd 
by Trustee LaRock.  Three ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

REPORTS: 

Treasurer’s Report: Michele Weakley 
The new fiscal year has just begun; taxes and water bills are being collected, but no amounts available 
this early.  

 Water Clerk: Michele Weakley 

Billed: $16,218.68       Penalty: $160.66     Past Due: $550.69      New:  $15,507.33 

Water leak at a Village residence was discussed, the leak was determined to be on the customer’s side 
of the meter.  Therefore, the bill will not be adjusted. 

Animal Control Officer:  Marc Costantine 
Reported one stray dog, owners were found, but they have not yet produced license and rabies 
information. Mr. Costantine will follow up pertinent to Article 7 NYS Law regarding dog control. 

Water Superintendent Officer:  Scot Burritt                                                                                             
 No report received.   

Poland Vol. Fire Co.: Scot Burritt 
No report received. 

Codes Enforcement Officer: Phil Green                                                                                                                          
Phil reported Stewart’s Shoppes is doing a remodel, and other than a few phone calls it’s been quiet. 

Clerk:  Carol McMahon 
Village taxes have been mailed; Clerk McMahon expressed appreciation to Michele Weakley for her 
assistance.  Email trouble was addressed by NTC and seems to be working better and faster than before. 

Fountain Park Area & Misc. Report: Trustee LaRock   
Trustee LaRock expressed her appreciation to the following who donated flowers and money to the 
Poland Flower Beautification Program:   Home Depot, Mr. Dale Goodney, Mrs. Pat DiTata, Mr. & Mrs. 
Barry Shufelt, the Kanata Garden Club and Donna Clifford of Dreams in Bloom Greenhouse.  Volunteers 
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are needed to help water and maintain the flowers throughout the season, call or email Trustee LaRock 
(826-7110 trusteelarock@ntcnet.com).    Additional volunteers are needed to adopt a small area of the 
sidewalk and brick area in the center of the village.  If you can spare about ½ hour every other week, to 
sweep these areas clean please contact Trustee LaRock or the Mayor.  Brooms will be provided. 

The village’s website has been updated with the new ZBA member’s information, and emails for all 
board members, ZBA members, animal control officer, water superintendent, and codes officer.  The 
summer newsletter will be completed this weekend.  The next newsletter will be in early September. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
               1.   Property at 8711 South Main Street:  Discussion of the high grass, Codes Officer Green will    
                     check it out. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Village Wide Garage Sales were very successful; there were a lot of people in the Village.  
Mayor Cleary reported receiving many favorable comments. 

2. Banner brackets have been ordered. 
3. Trustee LaRock reported the June newsletter will be out next week. 
4. Railroad Street swale was discussed at length.  The concern is the swale’s deteriorated 

condition after not quite four years of existence. The mayor and trustees concurred that 
unless there is significantly more deterioration, the swale will be left as is until the ten year 
CHIPS time limit is up. 

5. The Pullman Avenue project:  Mayor Cleary and Trustee Stubba reported that Joe Longstaff 
(of the Town of Russia), Ron Stewart, Trustee LaRock and Mayor Cleary met and discussed 
the project on May 31st.  The work was completed; the Town of Russia donating the work 
and equipment.  The Village of Poland having invested less than $2,300 in the project for 
materials thus far.  Still to be completed is the finishing of the roadway.  The options of 
stone/oil vs. blacktop were discussed.  Mayor Cleary also reported that the swale installed in 
front of Stewart’s Logging was deeper than he thought it was going to be and anticipated 
getting a call from Ron Stewart.   Ron Stewart of Stewart’s Logging/Excavating explained 
that Stewart’s filled in a large portion of the swale with Number 2 stone so they could gain 
access to their building.  Mayor Cleary and the Trustees expressed concern over several 
issues:  1. Is the filling in of the swale going to cause water runoff problems?  2. The parking 
of Stewart’s trucks and equipment in the avenue’s right of way and  3. Snow removal 
damaging the road way.  Mr. Stewart stated that his company would be willing to 
reconstruct the swale, at no cost to the Village of Poland, using a perforated pipe, Number 2 
stone and a wrap that would prevent runoff problems.  He also stated that his company 
would park their vehicles closer to the building so they would not be in the right-of-way of 
the street.  Mayor Cleary told Mr. Stewart that the Village confirmed with the village 
attorney and the State Troopers that plowing snow across the street onto Village property is 
trespassing and is illegal.  Mayor Cleary asked Mr. Stewart what they will do about snow 
removal this winter.  Mr. Stewart said, they will plow the snow to the end of their property 
toward Mill Street where they keep their dumpsters.  If they get too much snow they will 
haul it away.  The Village Trustees and Mayor Cleary agreed that if Stewart’s did the work as 
discussed it would be agreeable to all.  Mr. Stewart said he would write a letter outlining 
exactly what his company would do concerning the swale and get it to Mayor Cleary within 
the next few days.   

6. Fountain Restoration: no progress by Don & Chris Cavoly to report. 
7. Codes Violation Forms:  The forms have been printed and given to Mr. Green for his use. 
8. Haver Lane Water Project:  The residents on Haver Lane have a legal right to the water, Scot 

Burritt, will be contacted. 
9. Road in front of 8925 North Main Street:  Mayor Cleary has been in contact with the DOT in 

Herkimer, who will evaluate the situation and repave if necessary. 

10. Other                                   
                      

Other:   

The board reviewed bank Reconciliation/Balance Sheet for the previous month.   Signed  Vouchers.  

Meeting adjourned: 8:33 p.m. 

Minutes prepared by _________________________________ 

                                         Carol McMahon, Village Clerk               
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