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Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

June  12, 2007 

 

  PRESENT:  Mayor Clifton Bennett 

     Trustee Thomas P. Ryan 

     Trustee Brian G. Cleary 

     Treasurer:  Michele Weakley 

     Water Clerk:  Harold Cook 

 

  ABSENT:  Scot Burritt, Water Superintendent: 

     Stefano Napolitano, Codes Enforcement Officer 

 

 PUBLIC PRESENT:  Michael Kraeger, Sr. – 117 Cold Brook St. 

     Melissa Allen (arrived abt. 7:15 PM) – 8745 S. Main St. 

      

The Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Mayor Bennett directly followed by The 

Pledge of Allegiance to The Flag. 

 

Minutes of the May 8
th

, 2007 not completed but will be on Friday, June 15
th

. 

 

Public Comment Time (On Brownfield Project) 

Mr. Kraeger is back after recovering from a stroke June 18
th

, 2005.  Last night he attended the Town of Russia 

meeting.  He reported on what was said  at that meeting about  the Brownfield project at 32 Cold Brook St.  

They’re putting out bids for the landscaping work.  It is suppose to be done in July.    The Mayor said that the 

original work was to be done by July but they’re dragging behind so he doesn’t see it happening.  They have 

$18,000. in grants for Beautification which expire the end of July.  More discussion followed about the landscaping. 

A more detailed report should be available at our July meeting. 

 

REPORTS 

Treasurer:  Michele Weakley 

Beginning of the new fiscal year – there’s no financial report. 

  

By the end of this month we have to pay for  the  Workers Comp” tail” of $71,632.00. 

 

We can’t just pay that, we have to ‘bond” for it.  Mrs. Weakley talked to Partners Trust.  They gave us two options. 

She has the resolutions written up depending on which option the Board decides on. 

 

You don’t pay the bill till we get the money.  The Bank wants everything dated June 20
th

, that gives us 8 days to get 

our Attorney’s opinion and get everything to the bank. There are two options which she read to the Board.  The 

board chose the second option which is going to be Resolution No. 5 - 2007. 

 

RESOLUTION NO.5, 2007 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOTES OF VILLAGE OF POLAND, NEW 

YORK IN ANTICIPATION OF THE SALE OF $71,632.00 IN STATUATORY INSTALLMENT BONDS TO 

FINANCE THE HERKIMER COUNTY WORKER’S COMPENSATION WITHDRAWAL 

 

 WHEREAS, on June 12, 2007, the VILLAAGE OF POLAND, COUNTY OF HERKIMER, New York 

authorized the financing of the workers compensation withdrawal 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Board of Trustees of the VILLAGE OF POLAND, deems it desirable to issue a  Statutory 

Installment Bond, with the option of prepayment without penalty, to finance its obligation in this regard. 

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, this 12
th

 day of June, 2007, be it 

 

 RESOLVED, the VILLAGE OF POLAND is hereby authorized to draw, and shall draw, a Statutory 

Installment Bond to be of the following terms, form and contents, to wit: said Note shall be in the principal sum of 

$71,632.00, have an interest rate of 4.35%, have a maturity date on or before June 20, 2014 and be issued on or 

about June 20, 2007, and  

 

 RESOLVED, said Note shall be executed by the Village Treasurer and countersigned by the Village Clerk 

and shall have the corporate seal of the Village affixed thereto, and, 

 

 RESOLVED, this Bond is deemed to be authorized in accordance with Section 32.00 of the Local Finance 

Law; and, 

 

 RESOLVED, the full faith and credit for the VILLAGE OF POLAND are hereby irrevocably pledged for 

the payment of the principal and interest on the Statutory Installment Bond according to its terms; and, 

 

 RESOLVED, this Resolution shall take effect immediately, 

 

 Motion by Trustee Ryan, seconded by Trustee Cleary. 

 

    YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Mayor Clifton Bennett   X           

 Trustee Thomas Ryan   X 

 Trustee Brian Cleary   X 
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Water Clerk:  Harold Cook 

$14,487.94 billed for this past quarter. 

 

He had one check bounce a couple of weeks ago.  He instructed Scot to contact the individual and get the money or 

shut him off because he had previous certified letters, so he paid with the check that bounced.  Based on that, Harold 

wants the Boards approval, that if he doesn’t pay up, to shut him off. It was suggested that he pay with a Money 

Order or such.  . 

 The Board approved. 

 

Meters froze this winter due to no heat in the Krizka and Lovell houses.  Scot thinks they should be charged for the 

base plate which he figures is about $20.00.  Harold said theoretically anything in their house is their responsibility 

if they don’t have heat. 

 

Miller’s – 8801 S. Main St. ** Due to a problem with the meter they was overcharged.   Harold will give them a 

credit. 

 

Rommel’s Garage- Railroad St. ** The meter is different so the decimals are different.  They will also receive a 

credit. 

 

Water Superintendent:  Scot Burritt   (Absent) Written report 

May’s usage of water was 1,592,700 gallons treated withal daily average of 53,090. 

 

No emergencies in system for May.  Still trying to connect with Mr. Krizka on replacing or fixing his water  meter 

in the old Wallace property after it froze this past winter.   

Scot took Mayor Bennett and Trustee Cleary to the old reservoir on a tour so they could inspect the property lines 

and amount of trees available for harvesting. 

 

Note to Michelle: bought a record book for water plant record from Hummel’s. 

Note to Harold: still trying to meet with Miller’s on the meter issue 

Signed:  Scot  

 

Codes Enforcement Officer:  Stefano Napolitano 

Received a letter of resignation from Mr. Napolitano effective July 1
st
, 2007, if agreeable with the Board.  Due to 

family obligations he feels he cannot carry on his duties to the extent they need to be, so with deep regret he is 

resigning his position as Code Enforcement Officer. 

 

Mr. Napolitano recommends  someone who is fully qualified for his replacement. 

 

The vacancy must be advertised as “help wanted”.  The Mayor said he didn’t  find anything that said the Codes 

Officer must live in the Village.  The Clerk is to copy the same ad  that was used when the Village got their own 

inspector instead of the State Codes Inspector. 

 

Mr. Napolitano Monthly Report: 

1) Issued six building permits 

2) Conducted three follow-up inspections 

3) Reviewed one site location for possible building construction 

4) Received /made several phone calls regarding permit 

End of his report. 

 

Poland Volunteer Fire Company, Inc. 

At the May 9, 2007, monthly meeting of the Poland Volunteer Fire Company Incorporated the general Membership 

accepted by a unanimous vote the application for membership from Russell Johnson of 9333 State Rte. 28, Poland, 

 

They anticipate that their action will meet with our approval and if so please add his name to their list of current 

active members.  Sincerely: William M. Jones, Secretary. 

 

Clerk: 

1) Department of State – Update requested 

Department of State Division of Local Government requested an update of contact information for each 

municipality.  They had the Mayor and the Clerk listed.  The Clerk notified them that Clifton Bennett was the Mayor 

as of April 2, 2007. 

 

2) Workers Comp. 

Howard Bitner called May 27
th

 advising us that there will be changes in Workers Comp. in a couple of weeks. They 

will have a Web Site with the law changes.     (compalliance:org) 

 

3) Fuel Oil Bidders were notified of the results the day after the meeting. 

 

4) Memorial Weekend actives were a big success.  Some residents would like to have the yard sales that weekend 

again next year. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 At this regular meeting of the Village of Poland, New York held on June 12, 2007 the following Resolution 

was adopted by the Village Board of Poland. 

 

RESOLUTION No. 6 – 2007 – Hinckley Reservoir and Mohawk Valley Water Authority 
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 WHEREAS, this Legislature has been advised that there is a Legislative proposal authorized by the 

Mohawk Valley Water Authority to take water from the Hinckley Reservoir which is located partly in the County of 

Herkimer and Partly in the County of Oneida, in order to provide water for additional users in Oneida County: and 

 

 WHEREAS, there have been problems in the past with low water in the Towns of Ohio and Russia in 

Herkimer County during drought years, and 

  

 WHEREAS, there have been years where the water level at Hinckley Reservoir was very low, and 

 

              WHEREAS, the Hinckley Reservoir has been a source for drinking water for the Mohawk Valley, as a 

place for recreation and wildlife habitat, and almost all of the water in the Reservoir comes from two sources, the 

West Canada Creek, a wild and scenic waterway, and Black Creek, both of which travel though Herkimer County 

prior to reaching Hinckley Reservoir, and 

 

 WHEREAS, preserving adequate water in the West Canada Creek along its entire length is vitally 

important to the residents and communities of Herkimer County, and 

 

 WHEREAS, it appears that drawing additional water from the Hinckley Reservoir may have adverse 

impact on Herkimer County and its residents, and 

 

 WHEREAS, in subsequent years it is our belief that safe uncontaminated water sources will become more 

valuable; now, therefore, be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Village of Poland Board hereby opposes any plan to draw additional water from the 

Hinckley Reservoir for additional users in Oneida County, without all proper, necessary and exhaustive studies 

being done to determine the exact impact of any such plan on the water levels as above described and the impact on 

Herkimer County and its residents; and be it further 

 

 RESOLVED,  that certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to Governor Eliot Spitzer, State 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, New York State Majority Leader Joseph L Bruno, Senator James L. Seward and 

Assemblyman Marc Butler, Senator Joseph Griffo, Assemblywoman RoAnn Destito, Oneida County Executive 

Anthony Picente, the Oneida County Legislature, the Mohawk Valley Water Authority and the towns and villages in 

Herkimer County. 

 

Cliff Bennett, Mayor  Aye  

Tom Ryan, Trustee  Aye  

Brian Cleary, Trustee  Aye  

 

Ozog Building – 8833 S. Main St. 

The Mayor and Trustee Cleary met with Mr. Ozog, it wasn’t really a meeting.  They walked around the outside of 

the building.  Mr. Ozog had brought his bucket truck down, he said, to secure the building that weekend which was 

three weeks ago and nothing done yet. 

Mayor Bennett met with our attorney, Friday, June 8
th

 and it was decided to go to court resulting in the following 

resolution being made.  A copy of the following Resolution will be sent  to our Attorney, Thomas Hughes giving  

him the authority to start court action against Mr. Ozog. 

 

Resolution No. 7 - 2007 

 At this regular meeting of the Village of Poland, New York held on June 12, 2007 the following Resolution 

was adopted by the Village Board of Poland. 

 

 WHEREAS, there has been numerous letters to Edward Ozog of Cold Brook from the Village Board of 

Poland, regarding the unsafe structure located at 8833 South Main Street, Poland, NY. 

 

 WHEREAS, there has been several complaints from various community residents regarding the unsafe 

structure located at 8833 South Main Street Poland, NY. 

  

 WHEREAS, the Village Codes Enforcer has cited Edward Ozog with multiple violations including, unsafe 

structure, closing of vacant structure, and removal of combustibles from the structure located at 8833 South Main 

Street Poland, NY. 

 

 WHEREAS, there has been a letter received by the Village of Poland Board, from Giruzzi Law Offices, 

representing Kathleen Fusco, showing concerns for the unsafe structure located at 8833 South Main Street Poland, 

NY. 

 

NOW, THRERFORE, be it: 

 

 RESOLVED, that the members of the Village Board of Poland give the Village Attorney Thomas Hughes the 

authority to initiate court proceedings against Edward Ozog. 

 

 RESOLVED,  the reasons for these court proceedings are as follows, unsafe building, danger to 

residents in the community, and concerned neighbors. 

 

Cliff Bennett, Mayor  Aye  

Tom Ryan, Trustee  Aye  

Brian Cleary, Trustee  Aye  
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DOT  Road Work 

Designation of Restricted Highway 

Pursuant to Sec. 104a of the Highway Law the following described highway: PM Pavement Project, Routes 8 and 

28, Towns of Deerfield and Russia, Village of Poland, Herkimer and Oneida Counties, which is being reconstructed 

under Contract No. D260465 is hereby designated as a Restricted Highway; Designation of Restricted Highway 

shall expire July 31, 2007. 

 

In brief, traffic will be controlled by posted signs, signals or barriers placed along the “restricted highway “and /or 

by direction of Commissioner of Transportation authorized representatives.  

 

Proposed Local Law No. 2 – 2007 

 In 2004 our attorney proposed a Local Law to be “Unsafe Buildings and Collapsed Structure Law” 

This will be Local Law No. 2 – 2007. 

It was decided to have the “Public Hearing” at 6 PM, one hour before our July 10
th

 meeting.  A legal notice will be 

placed in the Evening Telegram. 

 

 Beautification of down Town Poland and Misc.– Trustee Cleary Reporting 

Village Bulletin Board – Lester and Wilma Beaudin made a nice “Village News” sign  for it.  The board is 

available to the public for notices. 

 

Trustee Cleary obtained a $200.00 grant from Wal-Mart for planters and flowers which are now in place, 

unfortunately the second night there was some vandalism done to two  

 

People are seeing things develop and a number of people have contacted him to help with the project.  Last week he 

started to form a little group of volunteers which he calls, it’s like “adopt a highway” program, what it is, people are 

signing up for certain sections of the sidewalk  in the brick area and are going to keep it swept and weeds out of 

there all the way around the downtown area. 

 

Park Area where the benches are by the creek, needed some tender loving care so Barbara and Michael Foster, who 

joined the volunteer group started yesterday, they trimmed all the scrubs at the bottom of the  trees.  Mike took care 

of a couple of big nests of tree worms.  Trustee Cleary with the opinion of others decided it would look nice having 

two baskets of flowers hanging off the fence by the Creek.  The Foster’s donated the money for the hanging baskets.  

He said it is encouraging how people are “jumping on board” to keep the center of the Village looking nice. 

Trustee Cleary sent a “Thank You” letter to Wal-Mart, for their $200.00 Grant. 

 

Village Wide Yard and Garage Sales 

Trustee Cleary said people have contacted him that wants Village wide yard sales Labor Day weekend.  They asked 

him to bring it up at this meeting.  Having trash day after the  sale worked well.  The parking situation,  which was 

bad was discussed. 

The Mayor will check with the Town of Russia to  see when their next trash days are since we cancelled our 

September one.  He’ll see how the days correspond.  He doesn’t see, why it can’t happen. 

 

Sidewalks for some of the side streets 

The Mayor has an e-mail from Senator Seward about possible funding for maybe sidewalk projects.  There is 

another possibility through an Engineering Co. but it won’t be billed until the second half of 2007.  We’ll keep that 

under “old” business.  We also have almost $5,000. in the Chips Money  now.  We’ll keep track of this. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Ozog Building – See Resolution No. 7-2007 under New Business 

 

Trees at “Old Reservoir” 

Scot took Mayor Bennett and Trustee Cleary on a tour of the location the other day.  There are some nice cherry  

trees, white pine, spruce and some others which he thinks are worth selling.  He talked to our attorney and  we don’t 

need to publish a bid notice, just get three loggers to go in there and give us bids on what they’ll pay us for the trees. 

We should put a contract together stating that they will repair any roads they may damage. 

The Mayor asked Trustee Ryan if he would take care of this. He is Commissioner of Water. 

Discussion followed as to the right of way to that and the old Chlorine Building. 

 

Brownfield Project (32 Cold Brook St.) (See Public Comment time Pg.453) 

 

Pedestrian Signs  
The Mayor talked to DOT about the State Law “Yielding to Pedestrians at Cross Walks”.  There is a sign  that is put 

in the middle of the road but must be taken down every  night. 

 

We can get the kind that is put just below the yellow cross walk signs.  We buy them at $15.00 each with hardware 

and everything, put them up and maintain them.  We need 6 of them.  All we have to do is give a letter to DOT that 

we did it. 

 

He asked about liability in case someone stops and gets rear-ended.  There’s no liability to the Village, it’s a state 

law, even if no sign is there, you are suppose to stop and if somebody hits somebody in the back it’s their fault. 

After the signs are up, people should get used to them and obey the law.   

 The Trustees were in favor of ordering  the signs. 
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“NO PARKING SIGN” across from the Fire House  has not been put up.  There is one on the corner but not 

across from the fire house, people still park there. As mentioned in previous meetings, parking there makes it 

difficult getting the trucks out of the doors which could result in a car or cars getting hit. The Mayor said he would 

take care of it. 

 

Rotary Club Signs - “Welcome to the Village” signs (3) 

The Revitalization committee is getting a price on  them, they have  a bunch of ideals. 

The Rotary Club  has suggested that they are going to pay for the signs.  They didn’t get the art department at school 

to design them as planned.  Once he gets the cost of them, he will go to the next meeting and present it to them. 

 

State Police Contract 

There isn’t a current contract, it used to be every two years.  The Mayor is trying, with the new contract to get some 

money for upkeep.  No response received.    The Mayor wanted temporary “your speed  is” signs  to be posted 

alternately  on S. Main, N. Main and Cold Brook Streets.  The State Police have some, somewhere but he hasn’t 

heard if they found them yet. 

 

Planning Board/ZBA 

The Mayor said the planning board is being disbanded at this time because we don’t seem to use it.  In the future if 

we have a big project, then we will get some people involved. 

People are needed on the ZBA.  Dale Hampston’s term is up and he wants to be replaced.  Dave Stupka agreed to be 

on it, Mike Kraeger still is.  The Mayor will check with Mike Foster, who was Chairperson of the Planning Board, to 

see if he is willing to be on the ZBA.  It was suggested that the Planning Board members be sent a letter explaining 

what’s happening and thank them. 

 Mayor Bennett said he will do so. 

 

Census 

The census isn’t till 2010 but we need to start complying now.   They go according to how many people live in the 

house.  Trustee Ryan said we should also have their mailing address..  The Clerk is to pull the last census so the 

Mayor can see how the apartment houses were recorded. 

 

Lawn Care 

Trustee Cleary said the 6” grass mowing rule had been brought up before.  There are a few lawns that are neglected 

and the board needs to know what action they can take.   Mayor Bennett said he will talk to NYCOM.. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Flood Map Modernization Program for Herkimer County 

This letter dated May 21, 2007 is a follow-up to their April letter due May 11
th

.  If we have not forwarded our 

response then please note that their understanding of our priorities is as follows: 

1. A detailed study of West Canada Creek for its entire length within community.  All other mapped Special 

Flood Hazards Areas (SFHAS) in the community are adequate. 

If this understanding is correct, then sign and return a copy of this letter by June 8
th

, 2007. 

* Mayor Bennett signed it 5/29/07 and was mailed May 30
th

.                                                             

 

Signing of Vouchers  

The Vouchers listed under the Treasurer’s report were approved and signed by the Board Members. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Ryan, seconded by Trustee Cleary to adjourn this meeting at 8:30 P.M. 

Motion passed,  meeting adjourned. 

 

Minutes of this meeting recorded and prepared by ___________________________ 

              M. Jane Byrnes,  Village Clerk 


